200                   THE OCEAN OF STORY

ddnava are used synonymously, we find one called Maya
who comes to earth in order to teach the hero the magic
sciences. To do this he takes the prince back to Patala,
which is the usual dwelling-place not only of the Asuras, but
also of the Nagas, or snake-gods. Patala is described as a
place of great beauty, with magnificent castles and abundance
of every kind of wealth. Some of the Asuras prefer to dwell
outside Patala, either in the air, in heaven, or even on earth
itself.

The widely different legendary accounts of the history
of the Asuras are to be found in the Mahabharata and the
Pur anas. (See Wilson's Vishnu Purdna, i, 97; ii, 69.)

The power that Asuras can obtain is shown by the story
of Jalandhara, an Asura who actually conquered Vishnu, and
whom neither Siva nor Indra could destroy.

In the Churning of the Ocean the gods found they could
not get on without the help of the Asuras. Occasionally they
have actually been held in respect and worshipped. In the
Vayu Purana is the history of Gaya, an Asura who was so
devout in the worship of Vishnu that his accumulated merit
alarmed the gods. (This legend is given in a note in Chapter
XCIII of this work, when Gaya is actually referred to.)

Rahu should also be mentioned, who is the Asura causing
the eclipses of the sun and moon.

Further details will be found in H. Jacobi's article,
under " Daitya," in Hastings' Ency. Rel. Eth., vol. iv, p. 390
et seq.

It is interesting to note that the term asura is applied to
marriage by capture. It forms with the paisdcha variety the
two kinds of marriage condemned by Manu as altogether
improper. In modern days, however, the asura form is
recognised even for the Vaigya and Sudra castes.

2. Servants (or Attendants) of the Gods

Foremost among these are the Gandharvas and Apsa-
rases.

In the early Vedas the Gandharvas occupy a minor posi-
tion, which in later days became more prominent. They are
trusted servants of the gods, having guard of the celestial soma,
and so become heavenly physicians, as soma is a panacea.
They also direct the sun's horses and act as servants to Agni,
God of Fire and Light, and to Varuna, the divine judge. They